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Indiana Department of Health 

Division of Nutrition and Physical Activity 

Indiana Grown for Schools Healthy Foodservice Grant  

Request for Proposals 

Healthy Foodservice Grant 

Through this funding and technical assistance opportunity, the Indiana Department of Health 
(IDOH) Division of Nutrition and Physical Activity (DNPA) will administer two to three $8,000-
$10,000 grants to Local Education Agencies (LEAs) and an undetermined number of technical 
assistance grants, over a 12-month period, to support the foodservice directors (FSDs) and 
their staff in a transition to a scratch cooking model. This grant program is made possible 
through a 2020 USDA Farm to School Grant, of which the IDOH DNPA is a recipient, and 
supports the overall mission of the Indiana Grown for Schools Network (IGFSN), Indiana’s 
statewide farm to school network. The IGFSN Steering Committee will select the applicants to 
be funded and will participate in the oversight and administration of the Healthy Foodservice 
Grant program. 

 

The Healthy Foodservice Grant will include virtual scratch-cooking training as part of the 
award for both funded and technical assistance track grantees. This training will need to be 
completed during the grant cycle (January 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022) and serves as a 
complement to the requested equipment. Topics that will be covered will include processing, 
safety and sanitation, knife skills, etc. to support the increased access to local foods in LEAs by 
developing capacity to implement fresh food preparation.   

 

In addition to the training, selected grantees for the funding track can use their funding to 
purchase the supplies necessary to support their transition to a scratch-cooking model. All 
selected grantees will be required to work up to an outcome goal (such as “At least two locally 
sourced fruit and vegetable sides will be served each week”), that will be defined as part of 
the grant application. IDOH DNPA and IGFSN will provide ongoing technical assistance to the 
grantees, particularly around local product procurement.  

 

The work that we do at DNPA is rooted in Health Equity* principles. Applications, for both the 
funding and technical assistance tracks, will need to demonstrate how this grant tackles the 
issue of health equity within their LEA. For those applying in the funding track, demonstration 
of a population with a minimum of 50 percent free and reduced lunch is required.  

 
*The Robert Wood Johnson Foundation defines health equity as "… everyone has a fair and just opportunity to be as 
healthy as possible. This requires removing obstacles to health such as poverty, discrimination, and their consequences, 
including powerlessness and lack of access to good jobs with fair pay, quality education and housing, safe 
environments, and health care." 
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Grant Eligibility 

To qualify for this grant, applicants must meet the following criteria: 

• Must be a public or private Local Education Agency (LEA) in Indiana that participates in 
the National School Lunch Program  

• Must show minimum level of readiness to transition to scratch-cooking model 
(outlined in grant application narrative) 

• Application must include Principal or Superintendent approval 

• If applying for the funding track, must show minimum of 50 percent free and reduced 
lunch status 

 
Grant Requirements 

• Complete the Division of Nutrition and Physical Activity’s (DNPA) Healthy Foodservice Grant 
Application, which includes a letter of intent to describe farm to school readiness and commitment 
to local food procurement, as well as a budget section to show breakdown of costs. 

• Establish a working relationship with the DNPA’s Community Food Systems and Farm to School 
Coordinator throughout the life of the grant to utilize technical assistance services. The recipient 
must submit regular updates to the DNPA. 

• Participate in scratch-cooking training.  

• Participate in a required procurement workshop with other grantees. 

• Commit to membership of the Indiana Grown for Schools Network and regularly participate in 
network and/or project team calls. 

• Submit all legal agreement and required forms; as a grant recipient, an organization is considered a 
vendor to the state, therefore, a Vendor form, Direct Deposit Form and W-9 must be completed. 
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I. Proposal Cover Sheet 

Due September 17th, 2021 by 5 p.m. 

Upon completion, please submit the proposal to Megan Paskey via email at MPaskey@isdh.in.gov. 
If you have any questions, please reach out.  

 

LEA Information 

School or School Corporation Name:  

Number of Schools (if applicable):  

Total Enrollment: 

Free and Reduced Lunch Rates (please provide a school-level average or range for larger LEAs): 

 

           Student Demographics of LEA’s Total Enrollment 

_____% American Indian _____% Hispanic 

_____% Asian _____% White 

_____% Black _____% Multiracial 

                          Application Contact Person 

Name: Position: 

Address: 

Phone Number: Email:  

LEA Fiscal Contact 

Name: Position: 

Address: 

Phone Number: Email: 

Superintendent or Principal Signature:  

mailto:MPaskey@isdh.in.gov
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II. Healthy Foodservice Grant Proposal 

Please submit a Letter of Intent that is no longer than one to two (1-2) pages in length.  Below are 
required topics to discuss; however, additional information and explanations are welcomed.  

 

Topic Areas 

1. Tell us about your LEA/community. What outcomes do you hope to achieve by received 
funding and trainings through the Healthy Foodservice Grant? 

2. What is your LEAs background with farm to school? 
3. Describe your readiness to transition to a scratch-cooking model. How will this be beneficial? 
4. Based on the definition of health equity above, please explain how your program will tackle 

the issue of health equity within your LEA.  

 
Proposed Budget (not included in the page limit) 
Funding is available for up to $10,000 per applicant. Funds need to be spent by December 31, 2022.  
If applying for the Technical Assistance Track , the budget section is not required. 
 

Project Period: November 1, 2022 – May 30, 2023 

Item Proposed amount ($) 

  

  

  

  

  

Total                                                                                                                                                                      

 

III. Presentations/Interviews 

After the closing of the Letter of Intent deadline, the grant review team will select strong applicants 
for a 30 min presentation/interview where the LEA can describe more about their program wants, 
their capacity, the timeline, and the sustainability. Interviews are slated to be held on October 19, 
20 and 21st- if this is not possible, please let us know so we can plan accordingly.   
 

Timeline (not included in page limit) 
The funding for this grant will begin on January 1, 2022, and end on December 31st, 2022. The 
scratch cooking training will take place virtually during the 2021-2022 & 2022-2021 school years. 
Please provide an estimated timeline for your efforts pertaining to this grant. 
 

Thank you for completing this grant application!  
Please email to Megan Paskey at MPaskey@isdh.in.gov by September 17th, 2021 at 5 p.m. 

mailto:MPaskey@isdh.in.gov

